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ELECTORAL REFORM 

Statement 

HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [6.22 pm]: I want to speak a little about electoral reform. On 24 June 
I moved a motion during non-government business to request that the report by the Ministerial Expert Committee 
on Electoral Reform be made public upon its receipt by the government. The motion also noted points made on 
13 May and called upon regional members of this house to express their position on electoral reform and how they 
had been engaging with their constituents on the issue. 

I moved that motion because members will recall that when interviewed by a journalist in Albany, the Premier 
repeatedly said that electoral reform was not on the agenda; I think he said it between five and seven times. He said 
that it was not on the agenda, and that enhanced regional representation would remain. The day after the current 
Parliament first sat, the first item of business in the other place was to establish the ministerial expert committee, and 
that committee has been doing its work. 

I am raising this issue during adjournment statements because I did not get an opportunity to reply to my motion. 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn in his contribution to debate on the motion said — 

Therefore, I invite the member in his reply, if he gets one, to let the house know that he is aware that there 
is no proposal at the moment. 

The honourable member effectively wanted me to agree that it was not on the agenda. That is what the member 
was asking. 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn interjected. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: He said that he invited me to reply that there was no current proposal. 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn: Don’t verbalise me, member. You’re misleading Parliament. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I am certainly not misleading the Parliament, but what I would say — 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn: Stop verbalising me. Don’t mislead Parliament. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I am certainly happy to take the honourable member’s interjections if they are reasonable, 
but — 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn: I warned you: don’t mislead Parliament. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I am not misleading Parliament; I am reading Hansard. The member said to me — 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has already stated that he is not taking interjections. If the 
honourable parliamentary secretary has problems with the content, he knows there are alternative means of dealing 
with it.  

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: I will simply say to the honourable member: when you play football, part of being 
a good footballer is knowing where the ball is going to be so you can read the play, you know where the action is, 
and you know what is happening. Frankly, it is absolutely ridiculous for anyone in this chamber to say that change to 
regional representation is not on the agenda and not part of the government’s business. In fact, the honourable member 
said that it was on the agenda during his contribution to debate on that motion. He invited me to give a response 
and I am now taking my time to do that. 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn: Weeks later. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: It is weeks later. The honourable member went on to say — 

The Premier has been very clear that electoral reform was not on our agenda, but, now, clearly, it is on 
our agenda, so there is no great mystery or surprise about that. 

Why is there no surprise? The Premier went out to the electorate and told people that it was not on the agenda, yet 
it clearly is now on the agenda. The honourable member said that that should not be a surprise. I am surprised; I am 
surprised that the Premier was not more honest with regional communities when he was asked about it. 

We went on with that debate and the honourable member started talking about malapportionment. He said that the 
people of the South West Region — 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member has indicated that he is not taking interjections, and he probably 
should not invite them, either. 
Hon JAMES HAYWARD: He went on to say that as a member for South West Region, I should understand 
that malapportionment was affecting my constituency and was getting worse, yet there is no proposal from this 
government to increase representation of people in the South West Region. It is absolutely ridiculous to consider — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: It is absolutely ridiculous to say that the people of South West Region will be better 
off under another proposal. Hon Matthew Swinbourn told us that the system was getting progressively worse. 
Interestingly, if you do the mathematics, South West Region is entitled to five members, even on a one-for-one 
ratio, which is obviously where the McGowan government wants this to go. I do not see how five members is better 
than six. Of course, the real issue is what it will do to the Mining and Pastoral Region and the Agricultural Region. 

Hon Matthew Swinbourn, in concluding, stated — 

I hope for the member’s sake that he reflects a bit more on the quality of the motions that he puts forward. 

There you go. 

Then Hon Dr Sally Talbot stood up and gave me a bit of a barrage about asking regional members of Parliament 
to make their views known during non-government business. She said — 

…I have sought the call now to save Hon James Hayward being humiliated the very first time that he gets 
to his feet to move a substantive motion in this place. 

That was because I asked regional members of the Labor Party in this house to make their position clear and to 
tell us what they were doing about talking to their constituents. The real question for Labor members of this house 
who represent regional areas is: How do these proposals help their community? How are their constituents better 
served? They are Hon Stephen Dawson, Hon Rosie Sahanna, Hon Peter Foster, Hon Sandra Carr, Hon Darren West, 
Hon Shelley Payne — 

Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, member! 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: — Hon Alannah MacTiernan, Hon Dr Sally Talbot and Hon Jackie Jarvis. All have 
a responsibility to speak to their constituents about what changes to regional representation might look like and how 
their communities are better served. I got into strife. I got told off by Hon Dr Sally Talbot, and that was pretty tough, 
because I had offended — 

Hon Dr Sally Talbot: I have not even started. 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: She has not even got started! 

By the way, I also got told off by Hon Peter Collier, who had told me previously that that was perhaps not the 
best way to go. He was pretty upset with me as well. But the reality is I was looking for an opportunity to challenge 
Labor members of Parliament here to share their views, and Hon Dr Sally Talbot did not share her view, other 
than to say — 

That is absolutely correct. It is absolutely correct—I will say it again in case members did not hear—that 
electoral reform was not on the government’s agenda prior to the election. The member is right and we will 
keep saying that because it is the truth. The reason it was not on the agenda is that we did not know what 
the outcome of the election was going to be. 

The member said that the reason it was not on the agenda is “that we did not know what the outcome of the election 
was going to be”. That is confusing. Is the member saying that when the Premier was asked the questions — 

Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, member! 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: — about whether it was on the agenda he actually meant, “We do not know the outcome 
of the election, so it is not on the agenda now, but if we get the numbers, maybe it is.” Is that the way that this 
government works? Is that the way that members of the Labor Party want to deal with regional communities? 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon JAMES HAYWARD: This obviously hits the mark with our friends on the other side of the chamber. 
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The reality is that regional members of the upper house have a responsibility. I note that Hon Kyle McGinn said 
in the paper that he would listen to his constituents. I look forward to hearing from him about what his constituents 
are telling him about what the future of regional Western Australia’s electoral reform will look like. 
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